Foreign policy: cultural diplomacy by -
The action of promoting the Romanian cultural phenomenon, both through  its 
historical component,  in terms of the traditional assets and  through the contemporary 
one, pertaining to the movement of ideas and  of the artistic trends which have 
asserted themselves in the past few  decades, represents an exceptional priority as part 
of the immediate  process of integration into the European Union structures but also 
of  the largest one of overture towards the latter and of the connection of  our country 
to the global system mechanisms. From this point of view,  we may say that the  
building process of Romania’s image abroad through  the promotion of the various 
components of the cultural phenomenon is  an action with a political character which 
claims its affiliation to a  national policy and operates in keeping with the rigors and 
strategies  imposed by the latter. 
 
 
National political platform in the field of culture. 
 
The concern for the creation of a framework-project of long lasting  cultural 
development was materialized last year in the National Forum  of Culture through the 
launching of two wide scope projects: 
 
• the organization on modern bases, with a wide coverage, of the  Romanian 
Cultural Institute, in keeping with the models consecrated in  the countries 
with a long lasting tradition in this domain;  
• The decade of Romanian culture conceived as a comprehensive framework  of 
expression and reflection of the cultural phenomenon placed under  the sign of 
a number of cultural thematic events (Eminescu, Brancusi,  Caragiale years.)  
 
MAE policy aimed at promoting Romania’s image through culture. 
 
The promotion of the Romanian culture abroad is a constituent part of  this 
framework-project and is carried out through the intermediary of  some institutional 
instruments already in effect or which have to be  created for this very purpose. 
 
The institutional network for the promotion of Romanian culture abroad  is formed of; 
 
1. Structures subordinated to MAE  
a. The Cultural Institutes and the information centers of Romania;  
b. The cultural sections of the Romanian missions; 
2. The Lecturer’s Offices of Romanian language and civilization. 
3. Non governmental structures (friendship associations, foundations,  societies and so 
on.). 
 
 
1.- Structures subordinated to MAE  
 
A.- Cultural institutes and information centers  
 
These are the major institutions belonging to MAE structure which  promote and 
disseminate the Romanian culture abroad. The programmes  organized by the cultural 
centers have taken into account, as a  priority, the topical Romanian culture but also 
the permanence of the  national culture.  
The cultural offer coming from the country (funded through the  intermediary of 
MAE-MCC inter-department commission) is directed along  the following guidelines; 
 
a. symposia, colloquies, round tables on Romanian topics, with the  participation 
of Romanian specialists as well as of specialists from  the country of 
residence;  
b. Romanian art exhibitions, book exhibitions;  
c. concerts;  
d. theatre, ballet, folklore shows;  
e. artistic movies, documentary films, video-clubs;  
f. courses of Romanian languages, culture and civilization.  
 
The directors of the Cultural Centers are appointed by the Ministry of  Foreign Affairs 
with the endorsement of the Ministry of Culture and  Religious Affairs.  
These are cultural institutions created after 1990 in some of the  European capital 
cities and in the USA. The following Romanian cultural  centers and institutions 
currently carry out their activity abroad:  
 
• Romanian Cultural Center - Paris, France  
• Accademia di Romania - Rome, Italy  
• Nicolae Iorga" Romanian Institute of Culture and Humanistic  Researches - 
Venice, Italy  
• Titu Maiorescu" Romanian Institute of Culture - Berlin, the Federal  Republic 
of Germany  
• The Romanian Cultural Center - Vienna, Austria  
• The Romanian Cultural Center - New York, USA.  
 
B.- The cultural sections of the embassies.  
 
The cultural diplomats are integral part of the diplomatic staff of the  embassies and 
they cover all the aspects of the cultural cooperation  between  Romania and the 
country of residence: the artistic activity,  audio-visual, scientific and university 
cooperation, the relations with  the international cultural bodies (UNESCO, the 
Council of Europe, the  Latin Union, Francophonie, and so on,) the cooperation in the 
domains  of youth, sports and health. The cultural counselors (attaches) are  appointed 
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs with the consultation of  the Ministry of Culture 
and Religious Affairs, the Romanian Cultural  Foundation and the Romanian 
Academy.  
 
 
2.- The Lecturer’s Offices of Romanian language and civilization.  
 
The  promotion of the Romanian language as an instrument of knowledge of the  
Romanian culture and civilization by the public opinion abroad.  
Inter-university relations  
 
• through the Romanian Language Institute, more than 30 Lecturer’s  Offices of 
Romanian language carry out their activity in various  universities in France, 
Italy, certain countries in Central Europe, but  also in China, India or the 
United States;  
• the training of a group of connoisseurs of the Romanian language,  native 
speakers of the languages in which the great cultures were  written, is pursued, 
with a view to attracting the latter towards the  Romanian cultural values.  
• the graduates of the courses of Romanian language and civilization  should be 
attracted towards those works of reference for the Romanian  culture, to be 
able to create in the future a network of translators  from the Romanian 
language.  
• the cultural sections of the missions in the countries where there  are 
Romanian Lecturer’s Offices should be involved in the cultivation  of the 
intellectual circles who are acquainted Romanian, in the space  of residence.  
 
 
3.- Non governmental structures (friendship associations, foundations,  societies 
and so on.) 
 
by following the Alliance Francaise model, the cultural sections of  the Romanian 
missions should get involved in the boosting of the  secondary resources of the circles 
with a financial potential, who know  or have connections with the Romanian cultural 
and linguistic  phenomenon with a view to creating some civilian structures for the  
promotion of the Romanian language and civilization. 
 
